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REPORTED SMUGGLING OF RUBBER, PETROL EUM, COPRA, TOBACCO, 
and WEAPONS on major sea rottes 


Waldo De Mier 


/Comment and summary: The following is a summary of a series 
of articles by Waldo de Mier which appeared in Hierro , Bilbao 
daily newspaper , 11 - 17 February 1953- Topics discussed in the 
articles are smuggling, piracy, hijacking, and illegal transport 
of rubber, petroleum, copra, tobacco, and arms. 
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I. SMUGGLING AND PIRACY 

Smuggling and piracy are busy trades on all oceans nf the globe, frGm the 
Yellow Sea to the North Sea and the Mediterranean . (l, 2) A few years ago, 
Augusto Assia, on a visit to the United Press offices in uong Kong, was amased 
to learn that the story of an attack on a small ship off the Formosa coast 
by Chinese pirate junks was rejected by the press-agency director . It was not 
considered news. 

During World War II, the restless mariners of Bias Bay, the favored haunt 
of Chinese smugglers, spent idle years under the shadow of US, French, and 
British men-of-var, but when the Nationalists and the Mao Reds split Chinese 
power, the area off the coast again became dangerous waters of piracy, even 
for ocean liners . 

After the war, the British Squadron and US fighter and bomber aircraft 
based in this area conducted Operation Wallop against the bootleggers foi 
several weeks, combing the coves of the broken coast line between ohanghai 
and Singapore. Weapons were found aboard same of the junks, but not a word of 
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th5°^? ti0n VSS e ^ racted from fche crews • For a few months all was quiet on 
than the The "°PPing-up operation had cost 300,000 pounds sterling, more 

than the pirates could have stolen over a period of some years. 

The Chinese Civil War favored the pirates. The British frigate Amethvst 
was attacked by Chinese marauders flying the flag of Kao Tse-tung Soling and 
aEOnS “V"* 8 ° ff thS China 00ast ’ the P irates man every kind of 
National rZ JUn ^ t0 2 ’ OOC - ton shi P 3 - Sometimes they fly the flag of 
Nationalist China, and sometimes the Chinese Communist flag, knowing in either 
case that British naval ships hesitate to act for fear of starting a war. 

so l 9 lt’ “° re than 50 Japanese fishin S floats were captured and only 

50 percent of the crews were repatriated after the ransom was paid. 

nn Vice ; Ad f 1 ral Guy Russel has orders to maintain constant patrols 

on the China coast, but commanders of ships and aircraft do not risk involve- 
ment with Chinese Communist forces . Capt Allison Peters of the Brisbane 
registered in Tainan, told the Daily Herald of San Francisco he would never 

vhfrniwt^ 5 Ehip fc ° China because he has teen stopped three times by pirates 
who collected ransoms from him and his passengers ♦( L) 

Thi* «hir, U T 1 irt d w Pr ? SS in Hong Kon S reported the story of the 3559-ton Windsong. 

Ke® luc) S- Fo J m ?? a ’ on a wlnter nl Sl«t in 1952 with 78 passengers, 
almost all Uc, citizens, and 120 crewmembers. Henry Stanton, her master, car- 
ried a pistol, tne only weapon aboard. A fast torpedo boat stopped the Windsong 
by raking ^ er .^ id 8 e with "'achlne-gun fire. Pirates disguised is Chinese Nation- 
alist naval officers boarded the Windsong, examined her documents, and inspected 
her passengers' passports with the hope of finding notables aboard. They asked 
or gold and, on being told that there was none aboard, demanded 4,000 US dollars 
from Captain Stanton, which sum his passengers handed over. The pirate com- 
mander threatened to increase the amount of the ransom if he should meet his vic- 
0" arriving in Amoy, Stanton said that the approximately 70 men on 
the attacking ship were neavily armed. The Nationalists denied the presence of 
any such naval vessel in the area, and the British fleet never found the corsairs. 

Rubber, Petroleum, and Copra Hijacked Afl oat 

, J lracy is passing to the stage wherein human ransom is secondary, 

and fighting between marine gangs is the most profitable venture. The corsairs 

° Ply th ® VaterS of China and Malaya, stealing copra, petroleum, 

and rubber, along with gold watches, fountain pens, and Jewelry. 

„ , Th ® st ™it of Malacca and tne area lying between north British Borneo, the 
Philippine Islands, and Macassar Strait are the most infested waters. The high 

Ir ^?,° f J Ubbe r haS en = oura « ed lts illicit sale and, consequently, the intensity 
of hijacking at sea. In Malacca Strait, the runners are mostly Chinese with 
some Indonesians and Thais. Murder is decreasing as an adjunct to this typ~ of 
seafaring. Kidnaping of crewmen is also on the decline. 

British and US naval and air forces hold no terror for the Chinese ?nd 
Malay pirates of today. The Chinese- and English-language press of Hoag Kong 
irequently carry stories oi piracy in local waters, especially between Hong 
Kong and Macao, but the British Navy and the naval police are rarely called 
upon to investigate. It is the Singapore stock market which determines the 
activity of the rubber and copra pirates. If quotations are high on the mar- 
ket, contraband is heavy. (2) 

Modern Type of Pirate 

The new type of pirate is interested only in stealing the contraband cargo 
of other smugglers. They range from the Mediterranean to the North Sea and from 
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hijlck^ach^ther^ 0 ° Cean ‘ ” orld rearmament has bred these new thieves who 
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Copra Replaces Rubber as Valuable Cargo 

“r.;i r ; p rs«*?: c ' 0 “ s*« ° r ~- b " ■» »* ~ « ». 
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Tobac co Smuggling in the Mediterranean 


Bright tobacco and weapons have turned the eyes of the oirate- tnv«H 

S£u„ r =“*"■“»= ** in C*£le1: So 

tobacco e warstoLrby C ^e i masked i orev l of r ?he m Esme d ‘off e the^ Med^t ° arg ° ° f bri8ht 

a^cotton" bu^th ^ Combdnatis ' for S ed papers declared that she^arried^ork 

thft'^^smnanl^Tbfb 0 ^ 1 ?: KgS.** 11 " ** ^ * «" ^ 

rss3^^^’s==.-as*sr.is s=-2?^j=2rj^rs«i^ 
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to La Garde. The mate. Per Linden, a Swede, and the second mate, Edgar Jacobson 

ticimted'in 0 the e p Thuabargof Piracy. The police suggested that they had par- ' 
* n the hijacking at sea. They denied it, but Sidney H. Paley 

binnti n res ing in Tangiers, confessed almost the entire story of the Com- 
ven turps ^ ms / novrl ln Tangiers for intense business activit^in unknowT 

chiefs of the 1 ELp nd i an ° t h? r v, AmerlCan n ““ ed Forrest ' his right-hand man, were 
sentfnrpfl ! , rl ? s wh * ch 6acked the Combinatis . These two masterminds were 
J “ a to 3 years i° a us Prison; Forrest was sentenced in absentia. The 
ly , t y° protests against the conviction came from a Mr Grenish and a banker 

i^iLnt Cht ^ nSt ^ iSer ’ The Spanish and French press reported the Combinatis 
incident and subsequent trials . 

tr „ ““ ny £° rmer rumrunners of Lake Michigan days are now busy with other con- 
and. The wreck of an Italian fishing smack was found floating near Antibes 
and it was later learned that a rival boat had assaulted the "fishing vessel " 
tobacco? Ch P ° llce identlfied b ° d y as Percy Brisson, a trafficker in drugs and 


II. EMPERORS OF CLANDESTINE TRADE 

Henry Hell lives a respected life on the Cote d'Azur. He distributes call- 
ing cards printed High Seas Expor ter- Importer . " His company transports le«al 

desti^atifn Ci f a fh tteS T *** territorial waters and never worried about the 
rlltia i u bbe e ° ods aoquired o" the high seas. His power is secretly 

Genoa' ’w f a world - wlde ring with bases in Tangiers, Nice, Cannes, 

Genoa, Naples, and Barcelona, and there is no proof of his activity . (1*) 

pute hir"tIrritorv H " n m haS *** troubles R0W that rlval have begun to dis- 

«nd io^o fc uh Fonner rumrunners who were deported from the U3 in 19h9 

the Mediterranean?* 1 ™ S riVQlry iS ^ adually dec bating the pirates in 

oi^" Ta " glers ' the multimillionaire Ferrera hired Ginesta, a pirate, gave him 

cland^n^n^r 8 Vessel ® qulpped wich an auxiliary engine, and told him to^un a 
clandestine ferry service from Marseille to Morocco for wealthv passengers vith- 
out rrench or Italian passports. Ginesta advertised in the neUjapers^tat the 

to Tanir Dea " reaU ln the 01d Harbor of Marseilles would ?!ke passengers 

o Tangiers or other points in French Morocco aboard the San Nicolas. The price 

ex pi?a^ 83 w? 1 '^ E ^l 00 ,' 000 FrenCh franCS and ° ne ' s life ’ because Ginesta, the 
t*7 Pi l!' kilkedhls human cargo for whatever valuables they took along on the 
trip. The murdering shipmaster was discovered when he talked it. a drunken state 
He accused the mysterious Ferrera. state. 

. *. T ?u S ^ erS ' t,ice ’ and I,,a P le3 ar e the bases of the pirate ships. The police 
ata ! ,a bhat one out of every ten minor vessels in these ports is a smuggler. It 
is difiicult to trace them because damage to the sleek-looking vessels Is 

battl^w irh Sea 7> ° nCe *1* whUe ' one °* Ule corsairs falls to return from 
battle with another marauder of the Mediterranean .( 5 ) 


III. TRAFFIC IN WEAPONS * 

Clandestine traffic in weapons completes the picture of smuggling in recent 
years. Arms lor the Jews and the Arabs in the Palestine conflict, for the 
Indonesians revolting from the Dutch, for the Sudanese, the Egyptians, and the 
unioians, tor the Chinese Reds, and for the Vietnamese are some of the trade. 
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Philippine Islands the Hub 

A heated debate occurred in the Philippine Congress during the winter of 
1952 ever the heavy traffic in weapons being shipped from the Islands to Com- 
munist China. It was learned that a syndicate financed the extensive network 
of contraband arms for China. The National Bureau of Investigation discovered 
that the embargo on shipment of strategic materiel was being violated as follows: 

1. Sale of Filipino merchant vessels to Hong Kong firms. These vessels 
departed from the Philippines with a full load of fuel. They were later un- 
loaded and the ships went over to the Chinese Communists. 

2. Duly registered Filipino vessels , but without legal documents, made 
repeated voyages with cargoes of war materiel for Chinese Communist ports. 

3* Foreign (non-Filipino) vessels loaded their gasoline tanks to capacity 
in the Philippines and then sold it in Communist Chinese ports. 

4. Several cargoes of special steel for weapons had been shipped to Com- 
munist China through Hong Kong firms . 

5- Numerous vessels of foreign registry, some identified as working for 
Chinese Communists, had obtained clearance for European ports hut were unload- 
ing their cargoes in Chinese Communist ports or transshipping them through 
Hong Kong firms. 

Ernst Friedrich Wollveber 

A Chinese Nationalist gunboat stopped a freighter of unidentified flag, 
outbound from Hamburg. It developed that the vessel was the Mai Rickmera, that 
her cargo was weapons and ammunition destined for Mao's troops, and that her 
crew was Communist. Her flag was West German. An investigation revealed that 
the contraband belonged to Wollveber, the State Secretary of the Ministry of 
Transportation in the German Democratic Republic, who is an experienced naval 
officer with a record of mutiny in the Kaiser’s Navy. The USSR entrusted him 
with transporting contraband arms to China, Yugoslavia (before Tito's break), 
and Greece. 

Adventurous Seamen Work for Gangs 

A few days before the outbreak of the Tunisian revolt, the Casablanca and 
Suez newspapers carried advertisements such as this: "Trained navigators 
wanted. Experience in war waters preferred. High pay." Two or three of the 
applicants were chosen, and coincidentally they had been agents of the British 
or German intelligence service in World War II . These mariners were wanted to 
traffic in arms from Yugoslavia or the ports of East Germany to the Tunisian 
coast. Some were caught by the police but others are still running weapons 
across to northern Africa. 

These gun runners are chartered by men who invest large sums in the pur- 
chase of weapons, usually bought in West Germany or in the Black Sea ports of 
Sulina or Varna. Agents of these greedy businessmen make contact with the 
rebel leaders and offer the goods at fantastic prices in pounds sterling or 
US dollars. 

The Greek islands are a refuge for the contraband fleet which must hide 
from the fighting ships of the Western nations. 
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